
On December 17, 2025, Governor Kathy Hochul announced $272,982 to begin 

the first stage of renovating the historic barns at the Brookside area at Limeledge 

and improve our trail system. This will allow Limeledge to establish the 

Brookside Community Environmental Education Center, providing indoor event 

space for K-12 programming, educational tours, and community lectures. 

 

Construction is slated to begin on the foundation of the larger barn on May 1, 

2026. Although the big barn work grabs the flashy headlines, site updates at 

Brookside began in July 2025 with a grant from the CNY Community Founda-

tion. In addition to the ongoing and future work on the Limeledge grounds, we 

partnered with Go Native! Perennials, who immediately got to work establishing 

a production facility at Brookside.  

 

In partnership with GNP, we were able to install a new well and run new electri-

cal conduit to our barns, setting the stage for their restoration and future use. This 

exciting collaboration is detailed on the next page by the fantastic Janice Wiles! 

Limeledge Awarded Grant For Community 

Environmental Education Center! 

   Artistic rendering of the renovated barns at the Brookside CEEC at Limeledge. 
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Editorôs Note: After a hiatus, 

The Raccoon Den returns! 

This newsletter is named after 

one of the many unique fea-

tures of the property: A lime-

stone outcrop containing many 

ridges and cavities serving as 

excellent habitat for a number 

of animal speciesé and many 

interesting plants as well. As 

Limeledge continues to estab-

lish itself, this newsletter is 

intended to be a semiannual 

publication distributed to local 

organizations, professionals, 

and benefactors.  

Articles  

Grant News: Brookside  
Community Environ-
mental Education Cen-
ter 

1 

Go Native! Perennials 
Partners with Limeledge 

2 

From the Ashes: 
A Memory Garden 

3 

Collections Updates and 
Volunteer Opportunities 

4 

Preserving Critical Hab-
itat 

5 

Corporate Sponsorship 6 

Wishlist 2026 7 

Introducing The Inter-
national Poplar Society 

8 

 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-more-126-million-environmental-justice-grants-new-and-enhanced


Go Native! perennials is proud to announce a new partnership with Limeledge Botanical Garden and Ar-

boretum to create a vibrant hub for Central New Yorkôs native flora.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This collaboration offers a unique opportunity to steward wild plant populations for seed production while 

creating a living classroom where people can connect with the plants that define our regionôs natural heritage. 

 

In May, we began planting the first of many demonstration gardens, 

starting with the relocation of over 5,000 native plants from our current 

site. These gardens will serve as seed sources, educational spaces, and 

living showcases of the regionôs biodiversityðhelping all of us build 

familiarity with native vegetation and its essential role in rewilding and 

ecological restoration. 

 

Weôre also developing educational programs that will be announced via 

Limeledge e-newsletter, The Raccoon Den, the Go Native! newsletter, 

and our social media channels. In response to climate projections for a 

wetter region, two early initiatives include native cattail and bullrush 

propagation and sedge identification and cultivation. We plan to form 

working groups to re-

search, grow, plant, and 

monitor these speciesð

possibly right in your own 

yard. Please sign up 

 

Together, we envision Limeledge as both a sanctuary for bio-

diversity and a hub for community learning. Visitors will ex-

perience thriving native ecosystems and discover how re-

wildingðrestoring landscapes with native plantsðsupports 

climate resilience, biodiversity, and a more livable future. 

 

 

We believe that restoring connections between people and place is essentialðand this partnership makes that 

possible, rooted in science, community, and hope. 

 

 

 

 

Limeledge And Go Native! Perennials Are Teaming Up 
Guest Author: Janice Wiles 
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When Limeledge first partnered with Go Native! Perennials, GNP owner Janice Wiles was eager to start plant-
ing. GNP relies on seed collections every year to replenish much of their herbaceous stock for the following 
year, and Limeledge was happy to oblige them with space for planting areas that could be used for seed collec-
tion and as demonstration gardens for potential clients. Since GNP specializes in restoration using native her-
baceous species, and they wanted a spot at Brookside where their work could be front and center, they took on 
the challenge of restoring the area where the farmhouse had stood until a fire destroyed it in January, 2022.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The site presented numerous challenges in terms of planting and 
restoration, but the GNP crew did a fantastic job filling in the space, 
a process which continues. There is still some debris on one corner 
of the former homestead area, and it was heavily invaded by stag-
horn sumac (Rhus typhina), pokeweed (Phytolacca americana), 
black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia), and mugwort (Artemisia vul-
garis). Literally among the ashes and uneven surfaces from the set-
tling burn debris, GNP installed a range of herbaceous species and a 
few strategic woody additions, such as Allegheny serviceberry 
(Amelanchier laevis), red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea), common 
ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius), and black aronia (Aronia mela-
nocarpa).  
 
With the living foundations for the garden in place, Vice President 
Alan Simmons worked with GNP to integrate a focal point that he 
assembled from some of the remaining bricks and stonework from 
the old farmhouse. This was especially meaningful to Alan, as the 
farmhouse was his childhood home and a place of deep connection. 
A 19th-century cistern was saved from the basement of the house 
before demolition was completed, and will likely be part of a water 
feature in the future.  
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A Native Plant Memory Garden Rises From the Ashes 



Once the main plantings and a bit of hard-
scape were established, some accents have 
been added to help tie this garden into the 
broader theme of Brookside: native North 
American plants that may be under the ra-
dar, but can ignite the interest of visitors. 
The only species not from North America in 
this garden is a rose-of-Sharon (Hibiscus 
syriacus) seedling that survived the fire and 
is being retained as a Simmons Legacy 
plant to honor the history of Brookside. 
Several sweetshrubs (Calycanthus) have 
been added, as well as a red-osier dogwood 
cultivar with brilliantly variegated leaves 
(C. sericea óHedgerows Goldô), and the re-
cently-described Monarda austroappalachi-
ana (a beebalm that turns red in fall!). In a 
poetic nod to some west coast fire ecology, 
a red alder with lobed leaves (Alnus rubra 
óPinnatisectaô) anchors part of the backdrop 
beneath the spruces. Almost never seen in cultivation, this species of alder has been successful in Syracuse. 
Near the cistern and possible future water feature, a variegated lizardôs-tail plant discovered in the wild in 
North Carolina (Saururus cernuus óHertford Streakerô) and can be semi-aquatic in nature, was added. Perhaps 
the most ñLimeledgeò inclusion of all: a mystery shrubby dogwood purportedly from North America but first 
spotted in, and described from, a French arboretum (C. pumila).  
 
We are even leaning into the pokeweed intrusion by including a cultivar with golden foliage. Who says 
ñweedsò canôt be fancy, especially when they are an important native species?! 
 

Limeledge and its living collections are not intended to ever have a formal appearance like a golf course; this 
is a rugged, rural property with a long agricultural history; our objective is to lean into that while utilizing 
some of the available space for a curated, world-class plant collection. Our main planting areas will be mowed 
only twice a year at strategic times to promote winter habitat, herbaceous growth and benefits for wild pollina-
tors, and to manage infiltration of woody plants. As we build capacity, these areas will have several walking 
trails that will be mowed and maintained more frequently, including an Oak Trail that will meander through 
the Cook Lot, linking many different species of oaks that are situated to align with changes in the soil that oc-
cur across that planting area.  
 
Some more specific updates and volunteer opportunities: 
 

¶ An online, georeferenced collections spreadsheet and map is in the works that will allow visitors to easily 
look through the Limeledge plant holdings and see the location of each plant. 

¶ The Brookside Area around the barns and GNP production facility will have more conventional gardening 
areas that volunteers can adopt and maintain. 

¶ Construction on the barns is slated to begin on May 1, 2026; with a few exceptions, weôre holding off on 
installing plantings and landscaping too close to the barns until then, but there will be many opportunities 
to help maintain collections around the barns in the future. 

Collections Updates and Volunteer Opportunities 
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¶ The Cook Lot has over two hundred plants, some with tree guards, cages, and a need for some volunteers 
to help reduce herbaceous competition as plants get established. 

¶ New planting spaces: an area focusing on hawthorn species (Crataegus) will complement the Cook Lot 
and provide some additional opportunities, while another area is being investigated for planting western 
and arid-climate conifers. 

¶ The ñTorreya Tenò initiative described in a previous edition of The Raccoon Den is indefinitely on hold. 
After consulting with forest pathologist Dr. Jason Smith as well as staff from Atlanta Botanical Garden, 
the leading institution on the recovery of this species, the risks of accidentally introducing a novel patho-
gen that could impact native species is too great. While we are open to establishing an ex situ population of 
Torreya taxifolia at Limeledge, which has ideal habitat for this species, this would need to be done using 
verified pathogen-free plants generated in sterile culture.  

 

In October 2025, Limeledge was approached yet again about selling the property for mining. We are commit-
ted not only to protecting this property and the critical habitat therein, but also to making it available to the 
public free of charge.  

The wide range of soil types and habitats at Limeledge makes it a very important site for preservation. As the 
map above shows, Limeledge sits on top of a limestone formation that has been extensively exploited in this 
area. Despite this, there is still a broad swath of forest in the area bounded by Foster, NY-Route 321, 
Limeledge, Shepard, and Stump roads.  
 
This forest belt that extends from the northwestern corner of the Town of Skaneateles into the adjacent corners 
of Elbridge, Marcellus, and Camillus boasts a wide range of soil types and habitats, and exceptionally diverse. 
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Preserving Critical Habitat: Central New Yorkõs Natural Heritage 


